MEMORIALS WORKING PARTY
Minutes of the meeting held on 30 September 2020 at 11.30 am in the Online Viewing Only.
Present:

1.

Councillor Rev. Stuart Piper (Chairman); Councillors R Bayford,
Rawf, Shrubb, Tomlinson and Wing

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Councillor Piper was elected Chairman of the Memorials Working Party.

2.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Councillor Pat Moore.

3.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were no declarations made at the meeting.

4.

PUBLIC MEMORIALS
Mr Howes introduced his report and the background to the matter.
It was agreed that this was a difficult and sensitive matter and that it would be helpful to
receive representations from groups which represented persons with characteristics
which were protected by the Equality Act 2010.
All requests for a review of a particular memorial etc. would be considered against the
Public Sector Equality Duty however the judgement of the decision maker should be fully
informed.
The role of the Working party is to recommend to the Overview and Scrutiny Panel a
procedure for responding to public issues/complaints which is compliant with our legal
obligations.
It was difficult to consider a process without looking at a real example. The only current
example relates to the plaque in Broadstairs. However it is not the role of the Working
Party to decide how to respond in that particular example, just to see how a process
would apply to such a real example.
It was agreed that:
(i)

Mr Howes would contact the groups and individuals suggested by Cllrs Rawf and
Wing to provide written representations on the process for considering memorials
and be invited to attend the next meeting of the working party in person.

(ii) The Public Sector Equality Duty would be a principal consideration in considering
requests for action in respect of memorials etc. Persons making a request for action
should therefore be asked to explain how they considered that a memorial breached
the PSED, so the decision maker could take that view into account.
(iii) The council did not have the resources to review all such memorials etc. The council
would respond on a reactive rather than a proactive basis.
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Meeting concluded: 12.05 pm

